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can be reproduced in drawing. They also aid
in making complicated objects simple and
easy to grasp as a unit. These geometrical
forms are measures of form in the sense that
we recognize other and more complicated
forms through their aid. These measures of
form are common in all form, both natural
and artificial. We see them in the shape of
trees, plants and shrubs; of leaf, bud, flower
and fruit; in the shape of bird, animal and
reptile, and in what they make. The hills
and dales, forms of water, great clouds, the
broad masses of light and shade, are all full
of these simple form measures. The archi-
 tect combines them in endless variety and
ever changing proportion; the engineer in
his greatest works and most complicated
problems never departs from the simplicity
of these form measures. The carpenter, the
blacksmith, the cabinetmaker, the
tailor, the dressmaker, artist and
artisan, from the designer of the
greatest skyscrapers to the humble
workman who digs the foundation,
base their work on these simple
fundamental forms.
In Fig. 5 the triangle is seen in
the wigwams. In Fig. 6 these forms
are seen more or less in the tree tops
and the houses. They are common
in Fig. 9. The birds' nests in Fig.
12 are triangular, rectangular,
round, oval and elliptical, and in
decorative design they are the fun-
damental forms.
In Fig. 28 the forms are used in designing
a pitcher. In like manner they could be used
in designing any other object.
Drawing the Measures of Form. A meas-
ure of form to be used must be thoroughly
learned—learned so well that it can be
drawn easily and quickly. The best way to
learn these forms is to draw them.
All measures of forna should be drawn with
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